Message of the WSIS Volunteer Family, presented in Plenary of the World Summit on the Information Society, PrepCom 3, 29 September 2005

Honorable Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Friends,

In the text “Chapter one: Implementation Mechanism”, you mention on page 3, article 7 f) the notion of volunteerism. You chose to put it into parenthesis.

Honorable Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen,

For the past three years, we have been speaking within the process of the World Summit on the Information Society about key elements which constituting this new society, as well as the priorities which allow us to transform a society rich in information into a society of shared knowledge accessible to a maximum of individuals.

However, seeing today the notion of volunteerism put in question in the document of follow-up of the Summit, we would like to recall loudly and clearly that:

· Without the initiative, the good will and determination of volunteers, women and men who have specific skills, we would today not be here debating about the same key concepts, such as open source software, to just mention an example. As a matter of fact, many applications and information concepts were built thanks to the creativity of volunteers;

· If this process allowed a top-town mobilization, we have to a great deal not succeeded in a true bottom up one. However, if we really want to implement all the elements foreseen in the Plan of Action of the Geneva phase of the WSIS, this meeting between these two dimensions and concerns is absolutely indispensable. And we will not succeed without the effort of millions of men and women ready and willing to actively participate in the sharing of knowledge and competences. Volunteering is therefore a fundamental building block for civil society, and more generally speaking for all other actors of the multi-stakeholder process;

· In the most disadvantaged regions, it is today indispensable to find mechanisms which allow young and less young individuals, as well as homebound and disabled people to actively participate in the information society. This, in turn allows the building of a critical mass of ICT-literate and competent individuals, leading to the integration of a maximum of persons, facilitating job creation.

“Participation”, the term proposed in the document, does not at all take into consideration all these dimensions, which are both technical and human, and key for international solidarity.

This is the reason why we can absolutely not accept the idea to see the notion of volunteerism disappear from the text.

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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