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1. Global E-
waste Key 
Statistics and 
the role of 
household 
surveys
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Key Drivers of 
E-waste 
Generation
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Forecasts and 
breakdown by 
category

Global E-
waste 
Generation
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E-waste flows in 
2019

Global E-
waste 
Generation
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Methodology

Global E-
waste 
Generation

 181 countries

 220 HS codes

 Time series of trade data 1995-2018

 Predictions 1980-2030
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An integrated 
approach

The role of 
households/ 
business 
surveys

Surveys can provide:

1) useful information on the amount and type of products in hibernation 

at home

2) indication of life-time of products, as life-time can vary substantially 

across countries/ regions

3) Useful insights on the discarding behavior of consumes in different 

countries 

1

2

3

Ideally modelled stock data should be compared and integrated with 

empirical data. This will allow to correct Sales of new EEE and have a 

better estimation of the E-waste Generated.



8

2. Importance 
of Measuring 
E-waste 
Statistics 
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Importance 
of Measuring 
E-waste 
Statistics 

Monitoring the quantities and flows of e-waste is essential to:
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Worldwide 
Harmonization 
by the GESP

Regions that participated in e-waste statistics workshops between 
2017 and 2020:
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Example of 
Jordan
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Example of 
Jordan
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Example of 
household 
survey

Ensure that data collected are consistent with the 
international classification system!
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6477/RZ_E
Waste_Guidelines_LoRes.pdf

https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6477/RZ_EWaste_Guidelines_LoRes.pdf
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3. Conclusions
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Take away 
messages

 Households or businesses survey have a big role in 

measuring e-waste;

 Households surveys have also drawbacks:

 they may not be representative for the entire 

country/region;

 outcomes heavily rely on respondents’ memories and can 

very often be biased;

 Ideally a both top-down and bottom-up approach should be 

combined to ensure good data quality and reliable 

estimations;

 Ensure that data collected are consistent with the 

international classification system! 
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6477/RZ_EWaste_Guidelin
es_LoRes.pdf

https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6477/RZ_EWaste_Guidelines_LoRes.pdf
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Thank you for your attention
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SCYCLE

Email: forti@vie.unu.edu

Credits© Illustrations UNU/UNITAR SCYCLE - Nienke Haccoû
Credits© Photos UNU/UNITAR SCYCLE - Yassyn Sidki


