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WSIS Action Line C11 – International and Regional Cooperation 

The Evolution of Context
• Facilitate knowledge sharing and best practices among countries.
• Encourage joint initiatives and partnerships to address common challenges.
• Mobilize resources, both financial and technical, to support ICT for development 

programs in developing countries.

Collaborative approach 
• Promote policy coherence: By working together, countries can develop harmonized 

policies that create an enabling environment for ICT investment and development.

• Ensure financial sustainability: International cooperation can help to secure long-term 
funding for ICT for development initiatives

• Bridge the digital divide: By fostering cooperation, resources can be pooled to reach 
underserved communities and regions.

• Promote innovation: Sharing knowledge and expertise can stimulate innovation and the 
development of new ICT solutions for development challenges.



Key Milestones: 20 years of Achievements
• 2004-2010

• Establishing International Cooperation Mechanisms 
• Mobilizing resources

• 2010-2015
• Thematic partnerships 
• The rise of multi-stakeholder platforms 

• 2015-2024
• Focus on SDGs
• Emerging technologies 

• Beyond 2024
• Integrating AI  

WSIS Action Line C11 – International and Regional Cooperation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Early Years (2004-2010):Establishing International Cooperation Mechanisms: This might have involved creating forums for dialogue between developed and developing countries, establishing working groups on specific ICT for development themes, and developing guidelines for international cooperation.Mobilizing Resources: A key milestone could be the establishment of funding mechanisms such as multi-donor trust funds or international cooperation programs dedicated to supporting ICT for development initiatives.Knowledge Sharing and Capacity Building: Early achievements might include launching capacity-building programs to strengthen developing countries' abilities to formulate ICT policies, regulate the ICT sector, and develop ICT skills.Middle Years (2010-2015):Thematic Partnerships and Initiatives: The formation of partnerships focused on specific areas like e-health, e-education, or disaster risk reduction through ICT could be a significant milestone. These partnerships could involve collaboration between international organizations, governments, NGOs, and the private sector.South-South Cooperation: The emergence of South-South cooperation, where developing countries share knowledge and expertise with each other, could be a notable achievement. This could involve knowledge transfer, joint research projects, and technology exchange programs.The Rise of Multi-Stakeholder Platforms: The establishment of multi-stakeholder platforms involving governments, civil society, and the private sector to coordinate international cooperation efforts could be a milestone.Later Years (2015-2024):Focus on the SDGs: A key achievement might be the integration of ICTs into the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in 2015. This would highlight the importance of international cooperation in leveraging technology to achieve the SDGs.Emerging Technologies: The launch of international cooperation initiatives focused on harnessing emerging technologies like big data and artificial intelligence for development could be a milestone. This might involve joint research projects and pilot programs exploring the potential of these technologies for areas like health, education, and climate change.Digital Rights and Cybersecurity: The development of international norms and frameworks for promoting digital rights and enhancing cybersecurity in a globalized digital environment could be a significant achievement.Looking Ahead (Beyond 2024):As we move beyond 2024, the focus of WSIS Action Line C11 will likely adapt to address new challenges. Here are some potential areas:Bridging the Digital Divide in a Changing Landscape: International cooperation will be crucial in addressing the evolving digital divide, which may encompass issues like affordable access to broadband, digital literacy skills, and access to emerging technologies.Promoting Innovation and Technology Transfer: Encouraging collaboration and knowledge sharing among countries, particularly to ensure developing countries have access to the latest ICT solutions for their specific needs, will be important.Addressing Global Issues through ICT: International cooperation will be vital in tackling global challenges like climate change, pandemics, and humanitarian crises through the innovative use of ICTs.



Challenges in implementing the Action Line
WSIS Action Line C11 – International and Regional Cooperation 

Coordination and Collaboration: Bringing together diverse international and regional organizations, each with their own 
mandates and priorities, can be difficult. Effective communication and mechanisms for collaboration are essential for 
streamlining efforts and avoiding duplication.
Resource Mobilization: Securing adequate and sustainable funding for international cooperation initiatives remains a 
challenge. Competing priorities and limited donor resources can hinder progress.
Digital Divide Within and Between Countries: The varying levels of ICT development across countries create challenges. 
Developed countries may have different priorities than developing countries, making it difficult to find common ground. 
Additionally, the digital divide within countries can make it challenging to ensure that international cooperation benefits all 
citizens.
Differing National Policies and Regulations: Inconsistent policies and regulations regarding ICT across countries can create 
obstacles to collaboration and knowledge sharing. Harmonizing policies to create a more enabling environment for ICT 
development is crucial.
Sustainability of Initiatives: Ensuring that internationally supported programs are sustainable in the long run can be difficult. 
This requires building local capacity, developing exit strategies, and fostering local ownership of ICT for development initiatives.
Measuring Impact and Effectiveness: Quantifying the impact of international cooperation programs on ICT development can 
be challenging. Developing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks is essential for demonstrating the value of these 
programs.
Emerging Technologies and the Evolving Landscape: The rapid pace of technological change can make it difficult for 
international cooperation initiatives to keep up. Adapting strategies and building capacity to utilize new technologies effectively 
requires ongoing effort.



Trends and Opportunities Beyond 2025
WSIS Action Line C11 – International and Regional Cooperation 

• Evolving Landscape of International Cooperation
• Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships
• South-South and Triangular Cooperation
• Data-Driven Decision Making

• Focus on Emerging Technologies
• Harnessing AI for Development
• Bridging the Digital Divide with New Technologies
• Cybersecurity and Digital Trust

• Addressing Global Challenges
• Climate Action and ICTs
• Achieving the SDGs

• Evolving Funding Mechanisms
• Innovative Financing Models
• Focus on Sustainability and Long-Term Impact

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Evolving Landscape of International Cooperation:Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships: We might see a shift towards more inclusive partnerships involving not just traditional development actors but also private sector companies, civil society startups, and philanthropic organizations. This could lead to more innovative and commercially viable solutions for ICT development.South-South and Triangular Cooperation: Increased collaboration between developing countries (South-South cooperation) and partnerships between developed and developing countries (triangular cooperation) are likely to become more prominent. This could leverage the expertise and resources of developing countries that have made significant strides in ICT development.Data-Driven Decision Making: The increasing availability of data will enable more data-driven approaches to international cooperation. This could involve using data analytics to identify development needs, target interventions, and measure the impact of ICT for development programs.Focus on Emerging Technologies:Harnessing AI for Development: Collaboration on developing and deploying artificial intelligence (AI) solutions for areas like healthcare, education, and agriculture in developing countries could be a significant opportunity. International cooperation can help ensure responsible and ethical use of AI for development.Bridging the Digital Divide with New Technologies: Initiatives focused on leveraging technologies like satellite internet and low-power wide-area networks (LPWANs) could bridge the digital divide in remote and underserved areas. International cooperation can play a role in developing these technologies and ensuring their affordability for developing countries.Cybersecurity and Digital Trust: International collaboration will be crucial in establishing global norms and frameworks for cybersecurity and promoting digital trust in the face of evolving cyber threats. This will be essential for creating a secure environment for ICT development to thrive.Addressing Global Challenges:Climate Action and ICTs: International cooperation can play a vital role in developing and deploying ICT solutions to address climate change. This could involve initiatives for climate monitoring, disaster risk reduction, and promoting sustainable practices through ICT.Achieving the SDGs: Continued collaboration will be essential for leveraging ICTs to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. International efforts can focus on areas like poverty reduction, gender equality, and good governance through the effective use of ICTs.Evolving Funding Mechanisms:Innovative Financing Models: Exploring new funding models, such as blended finance, impact investing, and public-private partnerships, could be crucial for mobilizing resources for international cooperation initiatives in a resource-constrained environment.Focus on Sustainability and Long-Term Impact: Funding mechanisms are likely to shift towards a greater emphasis on sustainability and long-term impact of ICT for development programs. This could involve supporting local capacity building and ensuring local ownership of projects.
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