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Overview of presentation

Background

What does harmonisation mean to the regulator?

What are the regulatory and user benefits of
harmonisation?

How should harmonisation work proceed?




Australian regulatory environment

Telecommunications Act 1997 introduced ‘full and open
competition’
Objects of regulatory regime include:

Regulatory policy to encourage self-regulation and
minimise financial and administrative cost to industry




Australian regulatory environment (2)

Australian regulatory regime 1s ‘technology neutral’

Interconnection and access 1s a mixture of regulatory
mandate and commercial arrangements (no mandated
national mobile roaming at this time)




Australian regulatory environment (3)

Access to standard telephone service regardless of place
of residence or business (universal service obligation)

Competition related obligations

Public interest obligations




2G mobile in Australia

Australia has four 2G mobile operators, with a total of
five mobile networks

Approximately 11.1 million mobile subscribers (as at 30
June 2001)




3G in Australia

3G spectrum licences auctioned March 2001

S1x successful bidders (Telstra, Optus, Vodafone,
Hutchison, Qualcomm, CKW Wireless)

Anticipated that there will be both 3GPP/UMTS and
3GPP2/CDMA2000 IMT-2000 systems in Australia




3G in the Asia-Pacific region

Likely to be mix of 3GPP

Harmonisation 1s important for the region




Harmonisation
- what does it mean?

Harmonisation means different things to different people

No one definition 1s absolute - all are valid

This presentation focuses on network harmonisation
from the regulator’s perspective




Regulator’s concept of harmonisation
of IMT-2000 family systems

A working definition ...

Common minimum set of technical capabilities and application
protocol interfaces in IMT-2000 family members that support
interconnectivity and the application of technology neutral
regulatory requirements that promote public interest benefits to
all users.

Harmonisation should not impede flexibility of
operators and application service providers to provide
‘value added services’




Regulatory benefits of harmonisation

Facilitates technology neutral regulation

Ensures public interest requirements available to users of
all IMT-2000 systems

harmonised lawful interception interface means lower costs to agencies
(and therefore lower costs to taxpayers)

harmonised terminal standards facilitates user portability of terminals
(global circulation)




What do users think about
harmonisation?

Users expect connectivity in services and applications

Users do not necessarily ‘see’ harmonisation




How do regulatory objectives assist
users, operators and vendors?

Competition related benefits

Commercial benefits to operators and service providers

Benetits to vendors




Regulatory issues and current
harmonisation activity

3GPP/3GPP2 workshop 3-4 April 2002

Areas 1dentified for consideration included

Other regulatory areas that could be considered




Who should do the work?

Substantive technical activity 1s primary responsibility of
partnership projects, IETF and other relevant industry

based technical standards fora

I'TU has facilitation role




What is the responsibility of the
regulator?

Consistency and certainty in regulation

Regulators should promote harmonisation in regulatory
requirements across markets




The way forward?

Harmonisation should be considered from perspective of
all interested parties

Harmonisation should take account of needs of all
regions and countries

Inter-working between IMT-2000 systems and with
legacy fixed and mobile systems 1s important 1ssue




Thank you




