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ITU-T Recommendation E.164.2 
 

E.164 numbering resources for trials 
 

 

 

Summary 
This Recommendation contains the criteria and procedures for an applicant to be temporarily 
assigned a three-digit identification code within the shared E.164 country code 991 for the purpose 
of conducting an international non-commercial trial.  The purpose of the trial will be to determine 
the viability of a proposed new international public correspondence service. 

 

 

 

Source 
ITU-T Recommendation E.164.2 was prepared by ITU-T Study Group 2 (2001-2004) and approved 
under the WTSA Resolution 1 procedure on 2 February 2001. 
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FOREWORD 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of 
telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of 
ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations 
on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis. 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, 
establishes the topics for study by the ITU-T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on these 
topics. 

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSA Resolution 1. 

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T's purview, the necessary standards are 
prepared on a collaborative basis with ISO and IEC. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE 

In this Recommendation, the expression "Administration" is used for conciseness to indicate both a 
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency. 

 

 

 

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ITU draws attention to the possibility that the practice or implementation of this Recommendation may 
involve the use of a claimed Intellectual Property Right. ITU takes no position concerning the evidence, 
validity or applicability of claimed Intellectual Property Rights, whether asserted by ITU members or others 
outside of the Recommendation development process. 

As of the date of approval of this Recommendation, ITU had not received notice of intellectual property, 
protected by patents, which may be required to implement this Recommendation. However, implementors are 
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information and are therefore strongly urged to consult the 
TSB patent database. 

 

 

 

 

  ITU  2002 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from ITU. 
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ITU-T Recommendation E.164.2 

E.164 numbering resources for trials 

1 Introduction 
ITU has determined that a shared E.164 Country Code (i.e. 991) is allocated to enable the conduct of 
trials of potential new international public correspondence services. Further more, it has been 
determined that three-digit Trial Identification Codes (TICs) will be temporarily assigned to 
successful applicants for the duration of their specified trial activity. This Recommendation defines 
the use and limitations of such a resource as well as the criteria and procedures for the temporary 
assignment and reclamation of TICs.  

2 Scope 
This Recommendation contains the criteria and procedures for an applicant to be temporarily 
assigned a three-digit identification code within the shared E.164 country code 991 for the purpose 
of conducting an international non-commercial trial. The purpose of the trial will be to determine the 
viability of a proposed new international public correspondence service. 

3 References 
The following ITU-T Recommendations and other references contain provisions which, through 
reference in this text, constitute provisions of this Recommendation. At the time of publication, the 
editions indicated were valid. All Recommendations and other references are subject to revision; 
users of this Recommendation are therefore encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the 
most recent edition of the Recommendations and other references listed below. A list of the currently 
valid ITU-T Recommendations is regularly published. 
� ITU-T E.164 (1997), The international public telecommunication numbering plan. 

� ITU-T E.164.1 (1998), Criteria and procedures for the reservation, assignment, and 
reclamation of E.164 country codes and associated Identification Codes (ICs). 

� ITU-T E.212 (1998), The international identification plan for mobile terminals and mobile 
users. 

4 Definitions 
This Recommendation defines the following terms: 

4.1 non-commercial trial: A service trial that is not ubiquitously accessible and for which there 
is no charge to the limited set of trial service users. 

4.2 trial: The temporary implementation of a proposed new international public correspondence 
service for the purpose of determining its technical, operational, and business viability. 

5 Abbreviations 
This Recommandation uses the following abbreviations: 

CC  Shared E.164 country code 991 
ITU-T  International Telecommunication Union � Telecommunication Standardization Sector  
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ROA  Recognized Operating Agency 
SN  Subscriber Number 

TIC  3-digit Trial Identification Code 
TSB  Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

6 General  
6.1 The format of the E.164 resources to be assigned for the purpose of an international trial is: 

CC TIC SN where: 
CC = Shared E.164 Country Code 991. 

TIC = 3-digit Trial Identification Code, in the format XXX, where X = 0 to 9.  
SN = Subscriber Number assigned by the Applicant, maximum 9-digit length. 

6.2 Country code 991 has been allocated as the shared country code for this purpose. Successful 
resource applicants will be assigned a 3-digit TIC following the shared country code 991 for its use 
during the trial period. The trial functionality of the TIC shall be determined by the assignee. 
6.3 The temporary resource assignment will be for a one-year period from the start date of the 
trial. Prior to the end of the one-year trial period, the applicant may request in writing to ITU-T TSB 
and be automatically granted a one-year extension. At the end of the trial the CC+TIC combination 
shall be reclaimed by ITU-T TSB for reassignment.  
6.4 The ITU-T TSB may reclaim an assigned CC+TIC, prior to completion of the trial, if it is 
determined that any of the assignment criteria in clause 7 are not being adhered to by the resource 
assignee. 

6.5 The criteria and procedures for the reservation, assignment and reclamation of E.164 country 
codes and associated Identification Codes (IC) are defined in ITU-T E.164.1. 

7 Criteria for the temporary assignment of a trial CC+TIC 
7.1 The applicant must be an ROA or an Administration. 

7.2 The applicant must affirm the following in its resource application (see Annex A) to TSB: 
a) The CC+TIC will be used to test a proposed new public correspondence service. 
b) The applicant's use of the CC+TIC will conform to all applicable National Regulations, 

including receiving approval from the appropriate authority if necessary, in the countries in 
which the trial is being conducted. 

c) The CC+TIC will be for a non-commercial international trial between two or more countries 
who do not belong to the same integrated numbering plan. 

d) The applicant will discontinue the use of the CC+TIC and will return it to TSB at the end of 
the temporary assignment period.  

e) The applicant and the entities participating in the trial will not give information to the media 
regarding the trial and the use of the CC+TIC until the end of the trial.  

7.3 The applicant must provide a description of the service/capability to be tested during the 
trial. This information will be treated as proprietary by TSB. 

7.4 The applicant has paid the authorized fee, if applicable, to TSB for the assignment of the 
CC+TIC trial resource.  
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7.5 The applicant provides their proposed start date for the trial. The trial start date must be 
within six months of the application date. 

7.6 The applicant shall identify all service providers to participate in the trial. 

8 Procedures for temporary assignment 
8.1 The resource applicant will submit the written application contained in Annex A to the 
ITU-T TSB that conforms to each of the assignment criteria contained in clause 7 above. 

8.2 ITU-T TSB will review the application for criteria compliance and provide a written 
response to the applicant within ten business days indicating the results of the application or the 
request for additional information. 
8.2.1 If the resource is assigned, the written response will contain the specific resource assigned 
and a reiteration of the conditions under which it is assigned, including the specific reclamation date, 
in accordance with this Recommendation. The assigned resource will be the next available resource 
in sequence � no request for a specific TIC will be accommodated. 
8.2.2 If the resource is denied, a written explanation will be provided. 

8.2.2.1 ITU-T TSB will afford the applicant an opportunity to submit a revised application that 
addresses the deficiencies contained in the denial correspondence. 

8.2.2.2 If the applicant feels that the denial is unjustified it may appeal the denial to the appropriate 
ITU-T Study Group (the study group that maintains this Recommendation) for consideration. 

8.3 Prior to the end of the initial one-year trial period, the applicant may request, in writing to 
the ITU-T TSB, and be automatically granted a one-year extension of the assignment. The request 
need not contain a reason for the extension, but the extension must be for the same trial for which the 
temporary resource was originally assigned. 

8.4 At the end of the trial period (either one or two years from initial assignment, depending if 
an extension was granted), the ITU-T TSB will reclaim the assigned resource and will inform in 
writing the assignee of the imminent reclamation two months in advance of the reclamation. No 
action is required by assignee other than the termination of the use of the resource. 

8.5 A reclaimed CC+TIC may be reassigned after a 12-month idle period. At the end of the idle 
period, the reclaimed CC+TIC will become the next resource in sequence for assignment. The 
reclaimed resource, or any other CC+TIC, may not be assigned or reassigned to the previous 
assignee (or trial co-participants) for the continuing/additional trial of the same service for which it 
was previously assigned. 

9 Item for further study 
Allocation of E.212 resources for trials is for further study. 
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ANNEX A 

Country Code Trial Request Form 
 
Send to: Transmittal date: ______________ 

 

Country Code Trial Registrar 
International Telecommunication Union 
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 
CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Switzerland 
Fax: +41 22 730 5853/E-mail: tsbmail@itu.int 

 

PART A (to be filled in by Applicant)  

Administration or Company Name: _____________________  

Contact Name:   _____________________ Telephone: ___________________ 

Address:    _____________________ Fax Number: _________________ 

     _____________________ E-mail Address: _______________ 

PROPOSED START DATE:   EXPECTED DURATION:______ 

I affirm the following: 
� Current status is either an ROA or Administration. 

� The CC+TIC being trialed will be used to test a proposed new public correspondence service. 

� The use of the CC+TIC will conform to all applicable National Regulations in the countries of the 
trial and has received any necessary national approval, if necessary. 

� The use of the CC+TIC will be for a non-commercial international trial between two or more 
countries/integrated numbering plans. 

� The use of the CC+TIC will be discontinued at the end of the trial. 

� The entities participating in the trial will not give information to the media regarding the use of 
the CC+TIC until the end of the trial. 

The names of the entities participating in the trial are: __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________ 

           APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

Payment of the registration application fee: _______________  Swiss francs 

Specify the method of payment used: 

     by bank transfer to ITU Account No. [_____]     by major credit card no. ___________ 

!�����������������������������������������... 

PART B (to be filled out by the Registrar and returned to the Applicant) 

CODE Assigned: _ _ _  _ _ _ Transmittal date: __________________________ 

Assignment denied for the following reason(s): _____________________________________________ 

  

  REGISTRAR'S SIGNATURE 

  

 



 

 



 

 
Geneva, 2002 
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