TO:	ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG)





SUBJECT:	Announcement of the Thirteenth VCEG Meeting


	Austin, Texas, USA, April 2-4, 2001





FROM:	Gary J. Sullivan (Rapporteur for Q.6/16) and


	Thomas Wiegand (Associated Rapporteur for Q.6/16)





VERSION:	March 19, 2001





The purpose of this document is to provide information for the thirteenth meeting of the ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) to be held in Austin, Texas, USA, April 2-4, 2001.  (The meeting is expected to run from approximately 09:00 on Monday April 2 to 18:00 on Wednesday April 4, but evenings may be used if necessary to complete the agenda.)





The meeting is hosted at the kind invitation of Polycom, Inc.





The venue for the meeting and other logistics information is attached in Annex A.  A moderate exceptional meeting fee of $US 180 will kindly be requested to help cover the cost of coffee break refreshments and meeting facilities, to be collected at opening registration for the meeting on the morning of April 2.





Final permission to hold the meeting has been granted by Study Group 16 of the ITU-T, so this announcement can be considered final.





The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:


Further the work toward H.26L long-term coding standard


Generate the material to be used for H.26L performance demonstration in tests by ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11


Discuss comments received during the comment period for H.263 Annex X (provided the comment period has expired)


Develop implementers guide or corrigendum to H.263


Develop test model appendix to H.263


Coordination of video coding needs for Q.11-14/16 standards


Study of H.263 capabilities and limits


Particular study of video coding for packet network and mobile applications


Coordination of relationship with video coding technology in ISO/IEC JTC1 SC29/ WG11 (MPEG)


Consideration of video coding needs for non-conversational services


Consideration of video coding needs for users of sign-language and lip-reading


Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)


All other business as necessary





The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members.  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteur.  The rapporteurs of Q.6 do not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expects to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int) or associated rapporteur (wiegand@hhi.de) is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).





The following relevant documents are or will soon be available on the VCEG ftp site (ftp://standard.pictel.com) in the directory video-site/0104_Aus


A detailed agenda with document allocation (VCEG-MT1.doc)


A list of registered contributions (VCEG-M00.doc)


A document template file (VCEG-M.dot)


A copy of this meeting announcement (VCEG-MT0r0.doc)





Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (VCEG-M.dot) when preparing contributions.





Contributions for the meeting will be numbered “VCEG-XYY“, where X is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “M“), and YY will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is VCEG-MYY.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word format with a .doc extension is preferred.  Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the VCEG rapporteur <Gary.Sullivan@itu.int>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, email address, affiliation web site URL, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).





It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:





	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox





In the event of any problems in document uploading, a copy of the document should be emailed to the Rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int) and Associated Rapporteur (Wiegand@hhi.de).





Documents should be uploaded or emailed at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the group email reflector (itu-adv-video@standard.pictel.com) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.





All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight on Tuesday 27 March in Austin, Texas local time).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.





Contributors of documents should note that our only planned means of document distribution is electronic.  We do not expect paper copying facilities to be available at the meeting.  It is important that documents be uploaded to the ftp site on time to allow others to download documents and study them prior to the meeting.  Bring your laptop, 802.11b card, 10/100 BASE-T card and cable, and your hub for on-site LAN use.





Those planning a videotape demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int), the associated rapporteur Thomas Wiegand (wiegand@hhi.de) and the meeting host (contact information in Annex X) to insure that the required facilities are available.





I am looking forward to a productive meeting with you.





Sincerely yours,





/s/ Gary Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand


Gary Sullivan�VCEG Rapporteur (ITU-T SG16 Question 6)�Microsoft Corp.�One Microsoft Way�Redmond, WA 98052�
��Tel:  +1 (425) 703-5308�Fax: +1 (425) 936-7329�Email: Gary.Sullivan@itu.int�
�
Thomas Wiegand�VCEG Associated Rapporteur�Heinrich Hertz Institute,�Einsteinufer 37,�10587 Berlin�
��Tel: +49 (0)30 31002 617�Fax:+49 (0)30 392 7200�Email: wiegand@hhi.de�
�
�
ANNEX A:


Logistic Information for ITU Q.6/16 Meeting


Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG)


Austin, Texas 2-4 April 2001





---- Action required before March 12th, 2001 ----





Meeting Site:





Four Seasons Hotel Austin


98 San Jacinto Boulevard


Austin, Texas 78701-4039





Telephone		512-478-4500


Fax (Reservations)	512-478-3117


Internet:	http://www.fourseasons.com/austin





The Four Seasons Hotel Austin is located in the heart of downtown Austin on the shore of Town Lake and Austin’s beautiful greenbelt, lending the property a resort-like feel. It is less than a mile from the Capitol and the University of Texas, and is a 25-minute drive from Austin Bergstrom International Airport.





Hotel Accommodation:





A block reservation of 40 rooms has been made at the Four Seasons Hotel. Please contact the hotel directly for your booking, no later than March 12th, 2001. It would be advantageous to book rooms as soon as possible as rooms beyond the reserved 40 cannot be guaranteed and will be provided solely on a space-available basis. Should you encounter any problems booking a room at the Four Seasons Hotel, please contact  Caitlin Carroll, who is serving as one of the meeting coordinators. She can be reached at ccarroll@preferredmeetings.com or by phone at 612-673-9799. 





The following information should be specified in your fax, email or phone call to the hotel:


Reference “ITU Meeting hosted by Polycom”


Arrival/departure date


Room preferences





Room Rate: 	USD$165.00 Single/Double





Meeting Fee: 	In addition to the room rate, there will be a one-time charge of USD$180.00  to cover the cost of coffee breaks and meeting facilities fees.  The fee will be collected on Monday during registration prior to the meeting. 





Getting to the Meeting Site:





The Four Seasons Hotel Austin does not provide airport shuttle service, however taxi service is available from the airport for approximately USD$20.00.





Directions from Austin Bergstrom International Airport:


Exit via Presidential Blvd.


Turn left onto HWY. 71 West


Drive 5.7 miles on HWY. 71/Ben White Blvd.


Turn right onto I-35 heading North


Drive 3 miles on I-35 North


Exit Cesar Chavez (#234B) and turn left.


Turn left at the third light (San Jacinto Blvd.)


Hotel is located on 98 San Jacinto Blvd.





Miscellaneous:


Please note that the document distribution will be done electronically, no paper copy facilities will be available. Inter/intranet access will be provided.


Please contact the meeting host for any special needs or demo equipment requirements.





Host Contact:


Michael Horowitz


Polycom Incorporated


Tel: (512) 372-7091


Fax: (512) 372-7001


Email mhorowitz@austin.polycom.com





Tourist Information:


 Austin is said to be the heart and soul of Texas – a little laid back, a little cosmopolitan, and a lot of fun. Historic landmarks dot the landscape and it has recently become known as the “Live Music Capital of the World.”  The following is just a sampling of what Austin has to offer. Please see the convention and visitor’s bureau website at www.austintexas.com for further information on Austin attractions. Information on sights outside of the city can be found at www.tpwd.state.texas.us/park/clicpark/hillcoun.htm. 





The newly renovated State Capitol Building offers free, hour-long guided tours of the rotunda and its other attractions. Built in 1888 of native pink granite and other Texas materials, the stately Texas Capitol is within 10 minutes of the Four Seasons.


Recognized as one of the finest examples of 19th-century antebellum architecture, the Governor’s Mansion has been the home of every Texas governor since 1856. Tours weekdays 9:30-11:40 a.m. (arrive early because tours fill up quickly).


 The University of Texas is home not only to the Lyndon B. Johnson Library and Museum, but also claims several other prominent museums: The Texas Memorial Museum and the Jack S. Blanton Museum of Art. Free tours are offered weekdays and Saturdays. Call for availability.


Jump start your morning with the sweet aroma of Texas wildflowers at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, a 42-acre native plant botanical garden. Tour time 60 minutes.


Sixth Street: With its wide variety of clubs and restaurants, festive atmosphere and bustling street life, “Old Pecan Street” draws apt comparisons to New Orleans’ Bourbon Street. But Austin’s version has a style of its own.


The Warehouse District: This district west of Congress Ave. and south of Sixth Street is filled with clubs, music and upscale restaurants, providing an alternative to the lively Sixth Street entertainment district.
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