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	Title:
	Thomson comments on IPTV video codecs

	Purpose:
	Request that ITU-T SG16.Q6 bases the selection of advanced video codecs for IPTV on subjective tests


_____________________________
The Final Report of the TSB Director’s Consultation Meeting on IPTV Standardization from April 4-5th 2006 says that there is “an urgent need to increase the international effort on various issues, in particular, interoperability and a gap analysis of IPTV standards” and that “that ITU is an excellent place to initiate, coordinate and harmonize global activities for IPTV standards”.

Thomson believes that platform and the terminal interoperability is key and it can only be reached if there is a sufficient level of agreement of choices for specific elements, which applies also to video codecs. Therefore Thomson suggests minimizing the set of video codecs that can be used within “Toolbox for content coding” and to establish selection criteria for identifying this minimum. Ideally Q6 agrees to have one choice for advanced codecs, where each additional codec needs to prove the necessity to be included in the toolbox.
IPTV is also a new “distribution network” and it will compete with established distribution networks such as cable or satellite. Success of IPTV will heavily rely on the perceived video quality by the end user and therefore quality besides to market demand shall be an important selection criterion.

Thomson requests that ITU-T SG16.Q6 bases the selection of advanced video codecs for IPTV on subjective tests, so as to ensure that the specification will fulfil interoperability and competitive performance requirements.
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